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EREV ROSH HASHONNA 1978

YOM HARAS OLOM

Rosh Hashonna is known as the birthday of the world. It really is not the birthday of
the world. It is the birthday of man as we know him. The world could be much older
than 5739 years old. It was the last act of creation. Yom Haras Olom means the day
the world was pregnant. We all potentially have the ability to perfect the world,

to make it a better place. We all can be better than we are. We all have great potential.
We are drawn today on Rosh Hashonna to the Synagogue even though it celebrates no
historical event because on this day we know we have to account for our short comings
not just the evil things we do but not living up to our potential. When a baby is

born it is born with basic needs. It lets out a cry and we must feed it or change

it or move it. It gives us pleasure but it really contributes nothing to the world.

As a baby grows it learns how to differentiate. It learns how to walk, talk, take

care of itself and the more mature it becomes the more it learns how to differentiate
and make distinctions, the more it learns how to contribute. It learns how to make
distinctions. It no longer just utters a cry. We, too, as we mature must learn how
to be more giving, how to make distinctions, how to clarify things in the world. We
must learn how to dintinguish one thing from another. This day is known as Yom Hadin,
the Day of Judgement. On this day we say that we are ruled by rules and regulationms,
that forces do work on us, moral forces and physical forces. However, just as we

know in science today there are mo iron clad scientific rules. There are just probabilities.
We must learn how to judge people properly. We say that on this day G-d judges the
world not only with laws but with kindness, with Chesed. We, too, when we judge others
we must learn how to make distinctions, learn how to take into account circumstances.
We should not always be harsh. Gold cannot be placed on a Shofer. Gold has one
characteristic different from all metals. Gold will not decay but it also cannot

grow. Gold does not have potentiality. We do. We can make thisworld better or we
can destroy it. The pregnant woman cannot produce a live child unless proper steps

are taken. We, too, must take the proper measures.




